1989 IMSA Convocation by Marshall, Stephanie Pace
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FOURTH IMSA CONVOCATION 

MONDAY, AUGUST 28, 1989 

FERMI NATIONAL ACCELERATOR LABORATORY 
7:30 O'CLOCK 
I. OPENING SELECTIONS 
II. PROCESSIONAL 
III. DR. JOHN PEOPLES 
IV. DIRECTOR'S WELCOME 
THANK YOU, DR. PEOPLES. 
A VERY SPECIAL GOOD EVENING TO YOU--TO OUR JUNIORS AND 
SENIORS, IT'S GOOD TO HAVE YOU BACK. You WERE SORELY 
MISSED--THE ACADEMY WAS NOT THE SAME WITHOUT YOU. AND TO 
OUR NEW STUDENTS, THE CLASS OF 1992, WELCOME TO THE 1MSA 
FAMILY AND YOUR NEW HOME. WE ARE EXCITED THAT YOU ARE HERE 
AND HAVE CHOSEN TO ~OIN OUR PIONEERING COMMUNITY. IT IS 
INDEED A PRIVILEGE AND A ~OY TO WELCOME YOU HERE TONIGHT. 
THIS IS THE FOURTH TIME THE ACADEMY COMMUNITY HAS 
ASSEMBLED FOR A CONVOCATION, AND IT IS A SPECIAL TIME. As 
CONVOCATION REPRESENTS A COMING TOGETHER--A FORMAL CALLING 
OF A COMMUNITY, AND A TIME FOR REFLECTION AND CELEBRATION. 
WE BEGIN OUR ACADEMIC YEAR IN THIS WAY TO SYMBOLIZE OUR 
ABIDING COMMITMENT TO OUR MISSION, THE CULTIVATION OF 
SCHOLARSHIP AND LEARNING. 
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THE ILLINOIS MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE ACADEMY IS A 
COMMUNITY OF SCHOLARS DEDICATED TO INTELLECTUAL EXPLORATION 
AND DISCOVERY. AND YOU JOIN US TONIGHT AS PART OF THAT 
COMMUNITY. 
THIS NIGHT IS ALSO SPECIAL BECAUSE IT REPRESENTS THE 
BEGINNING OF A NEW CYCLE IN THE LIFE OF THE ACADEMY, HAVING 
GRADUATED OUR CHARTER CLASS IN JUNE. 
WE HAVE COME THROUGH SOME SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES. THE 
ILLINOIS MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE ACADEMY IS VIEWED NOT ONLY 
AS A STATE SYMBOL, BUT AS A NATIONAL SYMBOL OF ILLINOIS' 
INVESTMENT IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF FUTURE LEADERSHIP IN I
SCIENCE, MATHEMATICS, AND TECHNOLOGY. i 
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THE ACADEMY HAS DEMONSTRATED OUR STATE'S COMMITMENT TO i 
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE, AND IT HAS REAFFIRMED OUR I 
WILLINGNESS TO SUPPORT INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY, AND TO 
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ITHE ACADEMY HAS FOCUSED ATTENTION ON OUR STATE AND IT 
HAS RENEWED STATE PRIDE, BECAUSE IT PROVIDES AN ENVIRONMENT 













STUDENTS, !QY WILL PAY BACK BY BECOMING THE ETHICAL AND 
RESPONSIBLE LEADERS OF THE NEXT CENTURY. THAT'S A TALL 
ORDER--BUT IT IS THE PLEDGE WE ALL MAKE, AND THE 
RESPONSIBILITY WE ALL HAVE WHEN WE COME TO THE ACADEMY. I 
IV. MIKE PIEL, STUDENT COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
IT IS NOW A PLEASURE TO INTRODUCE MIKE PIEL, STUDENT 
COUN~IL PRESIDENT, WHO HAS A FEW WORDS OF WELCOME. 
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TO CULTIVATE AND USE IT FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD. AND THAT 
REPAYMENT TO ILLINOIS AND OUR SOCIETY IS A PERVASIVE 
COMMITMENT OF THIS SCHOOL. As A STAFF WE WILL PAY BACK BY 
SHARING WHAT WE LEARN WITH TEACHERS ACROSS OUR STATE; AND AS 

VI. INTRODUCTION OF INDIVIDUAL CLASSES--1990 - 1991 - 1992 
IT IS A SINCERE PLEASURE FOR ME TO NOW INTRODUCE EACH 
ONE OF OUR CLASSES TO OUR FACULTY. I WILL CALL EACH CLASS 
AND ASK THAT YOU REMAIN STANDING UNTIL THE ENTIRE STUDENT 
BODY IS STANDING. 
WOULD THE MEMBERS OF THE CLASS OF 1990, PLEASE STAND. 
(FACULTY APPLAUDS) 
WOULD THE MEMBERS OF THE CLASS OF 1991, PLEASE STAND. 
(FACULTY APPLAUDS) 















VII. 	 INTRODUCTION OF STAFF 
IT IS NOW A PLEASURE FOR ME TO INTRODUCE OUR STAFF; 
THOSE PEOPLE WITH WHOM YOU WILL SHARE MUCH OF YOUR LIFE THIS 
YEAR. 
WOULD THE FACULTY, STAFF, AND RESIDENT COUNSELORS, AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF OF OUR ACADEMY PLEASE STAND. 
VIII. 	 ANNOUNCE MUSICAL SELECTION 
FIRST CLASS BRASS - GEORGE BLOGG, DIRECTOR 
BUGLER'S HOLIDAY WRITTEN BY LEROY ANDERSON 
IX. 	 INTRODUCE DR. CHARLES BROWN - KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
IT IS BOTH A PRIVILEGE AND A PLEASURE TO INTRODUCE OUR 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER THIS EVENING, DR. CHARLES BROWN. DR. BROWN 
IS A STAFF SCIENTIST AT FERMI LABORATORY, AND RECEIVED HIS 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH 
COLUMBIA IN 1963; IN 1966 HE EARNED HIS MASTERS FROM THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER, AND IN 1968 RECEIVED HIS PH.D., 
ALSO FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER. 
FROM 1968 UNTIL 1971, DR. BROWN WAS A RESEARCH FELLOW 
AT HARVARD, AND HE CONTINUED THERE AS AN ASSISTANT 
PROFESSOR, UNTIL 1974. SINCE THAT TIME, HE HAS BEEN ON 
STAFF AS A RESEARCH SCIENTIST AT FERMI LAB. DURING THE FALL 







PROFESSOR TO THE UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON. DR. BROWN ALSO 
HAS A GREAT SENSE OF COMMUNITY SERVICE, AND PRESENTLY SERVES 
AS AN ALDERMAN FOR THE CITY OF GENEVA. 
WE ARE HONORED AND PRIVILEGED TO HAVE DR. BROWN WITH US 
AS OUR KEYNOTE SPEAKER. 
WOULD YOU PLEASE JOIN ME IN GIVING A WARM WELCOME TO 
DR. CHARLES BROWN WHO WILL, SPEAK TO US ABOUT 
(K E Y NOT E ADD RES S) 
Thank you, Dr. Brown. , 
DR. BROWN HAS PRESENTED US WITH INSIGHTS ABOUT SCIENCE, 
THE CHALLENGES YOU FACE, AND THE OPPORTUNITIES YOU HAVE FOR 
FUTURE DISCOVER. HE PRESENTED YOU WITH A CHALLENGE TO 
QUESTION, TO EXPLORE, TO IMAGINE, TO DREAM, AND TO CREATE. 
I HOPE YOU TAKE THAT CHALLENGE SERIOUSLY BECAUSE THAT 
IS WHAT THE ILLINOIS MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE ACADEMY IS ALL 
ABOUT. 
LET ME CONCLUDE THIS CEREMONY WITH THE FOLLOWING 
THOUGHTS WRITTEN BY A GOOD FRIEND OF MINE, DR. NEIL POSTMAN. 
DR. POSTMAN SAYS HE WROTE THIS GRADUATION SPEECH NOT MERELY 
TO DISCOVER IF HE COULD CONQUER GRADUATION SPEECH WRITING, 
BUT BECAUSE THIS IS PRECISELY WHAT HE WOULD LIKE TO SAY TO 
I 
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~ 	 YOUNG PEOPLE IF HE HAD THEIR ATTENTION FOR A FEW MINUTES. 
FOUND HIS WORDS INSPIRATIONAL AND RELEVANT TO YOU EVEN 
THOUGH YOU ARE NOT YET READY TO GRADUATE, BUT I BELIEVE IT 
GIVES US ALL SOMETHING TO THING TO THINK ABOUT. DR. 
POSTMAN BEGINS ••• 
I HAVE CHOSEN AS MY TOPIC THE COMPLEX SUBJECT OF YOUR 
ANCESTORS. NOT, OF COURSE, YOUR BIOLOGICAL ANCESTORS, ABOUT 
WHOM I KNOW NOTHING, BUT YOUR SPIRITUAL ANCESTORS, ABOUT 
WHOM I KNOW A LITTLE. To BE SPECIFIC, I WANT TO TELL YOU 
ABOUT TWO GROUPS OF PEOPLE WHO LIVED MANY YEARS AGO BUT 
WHOSE INFLUENCE IS STILL WITH US. THEY WERE VERY DIFFERENT 
FROM EACH OTHER, REPRESENTING OPPOSITE VALUES AND 
~ 	 TRADITIONS. I THINK IT IS APPROPRIATE FOR YOU TO BE 
REMINDED OF THEM ON THIS DAY BECAUSE, SOONER THAN YOU KNOW, 
YOU MUST ALIGN YOURSELF WITH THE SPIRIT OF ONE OR THE SPIRIT 
OF THE OTHER. 
THE FIRST GROUP LIVED ABOUT 2,500 YEARS AGO, IN A CITY 
CALLED ATHENS. WE DO NOT KNOW MUCH ABOUT THEIR ORIGINS, BUT 
WE DO KNOW A GREAT DEAL ABOUT THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENTS. THEY 
WERE, FOR EXAMPLE, THE FIRST PEOPLE TO DEVELOP A COMPLETE 
ALPHABET, AND THEREFORE THEY BECAME THE FIRST TRULY LITERATE 
POPULATION ON EARTH. THEY INVENTED THE IDEA OF POLITICAL . ­
DEMOCRACY. THEY ALSO INVENTED WHAT WE CALL PHILOSOPHY, AND 
LOGIC AND RHETORIC. THEY CAME VERY CLOSE TO INVENTING WHAT 
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WE CALL SCIENCE, AND ONE OF THEM--DEMOCRITUS--CONCEIVED OF 
THE ATOMIC THEORY OF MATTER 2,300 YEARS BEFORE IT OCCURRED 
TO ANY MODERN SCIENTIST. THEY COMPOSED AND SANG EPIC POEMS 
OF UNSURPASSED BEAUTY AND INSIGHT. AND THEY WROTE AND 
PERFORMED PLAYS THAT, ALMOST THREE MILLENNIA LATER, STILL 
HAVE THE POWER TO MAKE AUDIENCES LAUGH AND CRY. THEY EVEN 
INVENTED WHAT WE CALL THE OLYMPICS, AND AMONG THEIR VALUES 
NONE STOOD HIGHER THAN THAT IN ALL THINGS ONE SHOULD STRIVE 
FOR EXCELLENCE. THEY BELIEVED IN REASON. THEY BELIEVED IN 
BEAUTY. THEY BELIEVED IN MODERATION. AND THEY INVENTED THE 
WORD AND THE IDEA WHICH WE KNOW TODAY AS ECOLOGY. 
, ABOUT 2,000 YEARS AGO, THE VITALITY OF THEIR CULTURE 
DECLINED AND THESE PEOPLE BEGAN TO DISAPPEAR. BUT NOT WHAT 
THEY HAD CREATED. THEIR IMAGINATION, ART, POLITICS, 
LITERATURE, AND LANGUAGE SPREAD ALL OVER THE WORLD SO THAT, 
TODAY, IT IS HARDLY POSSIBLE TO SPEAK ON ANY SUB~ECT WITHOUT 
REPEATING WHAT SOME ATHENIAN SAID ON THE MATTER 2,500 YEARS 
AGO. 
THE SECOND GROUP OF PEOPLE LIVED IN THE PLACE WE NOW 
CALL GERMANY, AND FLOURISHED ABOUT 1,100 YEARS AGO. WE CALL 
THEM THE VISIGOTHS, AND YOU MAY REMEMBER THAT YOUR SIXTH OR 
SEVENTH-GRADE TEACHER MENTIONED THEM. THEY WERE 
SPECTACULARLY GOOD HORSEMEN, WHICH IS ABOUT THE ONLY 
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PLEASANT THING HISTORY CAN SAY OF THEM. THEY WERE 
MARAUDERS--RUTHLESS AND BRUTAL. THEIR LANGUAGE LACKED 
SUBTLETY AND DEPTH. THEIR ART WAS CRUDE AND EVEN GROTESQUE. 
THEY SWEPT DOWN THROUGH EUROPE DESTROYING EVERYTHING IN 
THEIR PATH, AND THEY OVERRAN THE ROMAN EMPIRE. THERE WAS 
NOTHING A VISIGOTH LIKED BETTER THAN TO BURN A BOOK, 
DESECRATE A BUILDING, OR SMASH A WORK OF ART. FROM THE 
VISIGOTHS, WE HAVE NO POETRY, NO THEATER, NO LOGIC, NO 
SCIENCE, NO HUMANE POLITICS. 
LIKE THE ATHENIANS, THE. VISIGOTHS ALSO DISAPPEARED, BUT 
NOT BEFORE THEY HAD USHERED IN A PERIOD KNOWN AS THE DARK 
AGES. IT TOOK EUROPE ALMOST A THOUSAND YEARS TO RECOVER. 
Now, THE POINT I WANT TO MAKE IS THAT THE ATHENIANS AND 
THE VISIGOTHS STILL SURVIVE, AND THEY DO SO THROUGH US AND 
THE WAYS IN WHICH WE CONDUCT OUR LIVES. ALL AROUND US--IN 
THIS AUDITORIUM, IN THIS COMMUNITY, IN OUR CITY--THERE ARE 
PEOPLE WHOSE WAY OF LOOKING AT THE WORLD REFLECTS THE WAY OF 
THE ATHENIANS, AND THERE ARE PEOPLE WHOSE WAY IS THE WAY OF 
THE VISIGOTHS. I DO NOT MEAN, OF COURSE, THAT OUR MODERN­
DAY ATHENIANS ROAM ABSTRACTEDLY THROUGH THE STREETS RECITING 
POETRY AND PHILOSOPHY, OR THAT THE MODERN-DAY VISIGOTHS ARE 
MARAUDERS. I MEAN THAT TO BE AN ATHENIAN OR A VISIGOTH IS 
TO ORGANIZE YOUR LIFE AROUND A SET OF VALUES. AN ATHENIAN 
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IS AN IDEA. AND A VISIGOTH IS AN IDEA. LET ME TELL YOU 
BRIEFLY WHAT THESE IDEAS CONSXST OF. 
To BE AN ATHENIAN IS TO HOLD KNOWLEDGE AND, ESPECIALLY, 
THE QUEST FOR KNOWLEDGE IN HIGH ESTEEM. To CONTEMPLATE, TO 
REASON, TO EXPERIMENT, TO QUESTION--THESE ARE, TO AN 
ATHENIAN, THE MOST EXALTED ACTXVITXES A PERSON CAN PERFORM. 
To A VISIGOTH, THE QUEST FOR KNOWLEDGE IS USELESS UNLESS IT 
CAN HELP YOU TO EARN MONEY OR TO GAXN POWER OVER OTHERS. 
To BE AN ATHENIAN IS TO CHERISH LANGUAGE BECAUSE YOU 
BELIEVE IT TO BE HUMANKINDS MOST PRECIOUS GIFT. IN THEIR 
USE OF LANGUAGE, ATHENIANS STRIVE FOR GRACE, PRECISION, AND 
VARIETY. AND THEY ADMIRE THOSE WHO CAN ACHIEVE SUCH SKILL. 
TO A VISIGOTH, ONE WORD IS AS GOOD AS ANOTHER, ONE SENTENCE 
INDISTINGUISHABLE FROM ANOTHER. A VXSIGOTH'S LANGUAGE 
ASPIRES TO NOTHING HIGHER THAN THE CLICHE'. 
To BE AN ATHENIAN IS TO UNDERSTAND THAT THE THREAD 
WHICH HOLDS CIVILIZED SOCIETY TOGETHER IS THIN AND 
VULNERABLE; THEREFORE, ATHENIANS PLACE GREAT VALUE ON 
-TRADITION, SOCIAL RESTRAINT, AND CONTINUITY. To AN 
ATHENIAN, BAD MANNERS ARE ACTS OF VIOLENCE AGAXNST THE 
SOCIAL ORDER. THE MODERN VISIGOTH CARES VERY LITTLE ABOUT 
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ANY OF THIS. THE VISIGOTHS THINK OF THEMSELVES AS THE 
CENTER OF THE UNIVERSE. TRADITION EXISTS FOR THEIR OWN 
CONVENIENCE, GOOD MANNERS ARE AN AFFECTATION AND A BURDEN, 
AND HISTORY IS MERELY WHAT IS IN YESTERDAY'S NEWSPAPER. 
To BE AN ATHENIAN IS TO TAKE AN INTEREST IN PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS AND THE IMPROVEMENT OF PUBLIC BEHAVIOR. INDEED, THE 
ANCIENT ATHENIANS HAD A WORD FOR PEOPLE WHO DID NOT. THE 
WORD WAS IDIOTES, FROM WHICH WE GET OUR WORD 'IDIOT.' A 
MODERN VISIGOTH IS INTERESTED ONLY IN HIS OWN AFFAIRS AND 
HAS NO SENSE OF THE MEANING OF COMMUNITY. 
AND, FINALLY, TO BE AN ATHENIAN IS TO ESTEEM THE 
DISCIPLINE, SKILL, AND TASTE THAT ARE REQUIRED TO PRODUCE 
ENDURING ART. THEREFORE, ATHENIANS PREPARE THEIR 
IMAGINATION THROUGH LEARNING AND EXPERIENCE. To A VISIGOTH, 
THERE IS NO MEASURE OF ARTISTIC EXCELLENCE 'EXCEPT 
POPULARITY. WHAT CATCHES THE FANCY OF THE MULTITUDE IS 
GOOD. No OTHER STANDARD IS RESPECTED OR EVEN ACKNOWLEDGED. 
Now, IT MUST BE OBVIOUS WHAT ALL OF THIS HAS TO DO WITH 
YOU. EVENTUALLY, LIKE THE REST OF US, YOU MUST BE ON ONE 
SIDE OR THE OTHER. You MUST BE AN ATHENIAN OR A VISIGOTH. 
OF COURSE, IT IS MUCH HARDER TO BE AN ATHENIAN, FOR YOU MUST 
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LEARN HOW TO BE ONE, YOU MUST WORK AT BEING ONE, WHEREAS WE 
ARE ALL, IN A WAY, NATURAL-BORN VISIGOTHS. THAT IS WHY 
THERE ARE SO MANY MORE VISIGOTHS THAN ATHENIANS. AND I MUST 
TELL YOU THAT YOU DO NOT BECOME AN ATHENIAN MERELY BY 
ATTENDING SCHOOL OR ACCUMULATING ACADEMIC DEGREES; ALTHOUGH 
YOU MUST NOT DOUBT FOR A MOMENT, THAT A SCHOOL IS 
ESSENTIALLY AN ATHENIAN IDEA. THERE IS A DIRECT LINK , 
BETWEEN THE CULTURAL ACHIEVEMENTS OF ATHENS AND WHAT THE 
FACULTY AT THIS UNIVERSITY IS ALL ABOUT. I HAVE NO 
DIFFICULTY IMAGINING THAT PLATO, ARISTOTLE, OR DEMOCRITUS 
WOULD BE QUITE AT HOME IN OUR CLASSROOMS. A VISIGOTH WOULD 
MERELY SCRAWL OBSCENITIES ON. THE WALL. 
AND SO, WHETHER YOU WERE AWARE OF IT OR NOT, THE 
PURPOSE OF YOUR HAVING BEEN AT THIS ACADEMY WAS TO GIVE YOU 
A GLIMPSE OF THE ATHENIAN WAY, TO INTEREST YOU IN THE 
ATHENIAN WAY. WE CANNOT KNOW ON THIS DAY HOW MANY OF YOU 
WILL CHOOSE THAT WAY AND HOW MANY WILL NOT. You ARE YOUNG 
AND IT IS NOT GIVEN TO US TO SEE YOUR FUTURE. BUT I WILL 
TELL YOU THIS, WITH WHICH I WILL CLOSE: I CAN WISH FOR YOU 
NO HIGHER COMPLIMENT THAN THAT IN THE FUTURE IT WILL BE 
REPORTED THAT AMONG YOUR GRADUATING CLASS THE ATHENIANS 
MIGHTILY OUTNUMBERED THE VISIGOTHS. 
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AND NOW ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES, THE 
ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY, AND STAFF, WELCOME TO THE ACADEMY 
AND THE BEGINNING OF ANOTHER EXCITING YEAR. 
@ 
Stephanie Pace Marshall, Ph.D. 
August, 1989 
